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 During the 2023-24 school year, 
GEAR UP reached 14 pairs of 
middle and high schools primarily 
located in rural communities 
throughout Illinois

 When ISAC starting receiving 
GEAR UP in 2016, some partner 
schools expressed interested in 
providing developmental content 
through a GEAR UP class for 7th 
and 8th graders

















During 6th Grade a Student Should Be 
Exposed to and Supported to:



6th Grade – Aspiration



6th Grade – Planning



6th Grade – Self-Advocacy



During 7th Grade a Student Should Be 
Supported to:

Illinois PaCE Domains – 
Middle School Framework:



7th Grade – Planning
• Explore Habits
• Create or Change a Habit



7th Grade – Aspiration
• Engage in Guided Self-Reflection



7th Grade – Self-Advocacy
• Understand a Growth Mindset



During 8th Grade a Student Should Be 
Supported to:

Illinois PaCE Domains – 
Middle School Framework:



During 8th Grade a Student Should Be 
Exposed to:

Illinois PaCE Domains:



8th Grade – Aspiration
• Articulate Personal Strengths
• Identify Sources of Motivation



8th Grade – Claim Your Future
• Explore Career Interests• Compare Possible Financial Futures



8th Grade – Planning 
• Understand the Concept of Career 

Clusters• Complete a Career Cluster Survey



8th Grade – Financial Literacy



8th Grade – Self-Advocacy
• Demonstrate a Growth Mindset
• Map a Support Network



Accessing the PaCE Curriculum for 
6th – 8th Grade

• Attend an ISAC led training session
 Next training: IL Valley Community 

College (Oglesby) on August 15th from 
8:30am-12pm

• Share plans for curriculum implementation 
(which classes/es, grade levels) and student 
participation data

• Provide feedback through participation in 
learning community and student/facilitator 
surveys from ISAC



Thank you!
Kimberly Korando

Kim.Korando@illinois.gov
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